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IN: 10:00:00 EXT. OPEN PLAIN/AUSTRALIA/DREAM - DAY  

Joanna is under a blistering sun, her clothes and face streaked with charcoal. Standing a few 
metres away we see a little boy. 

Music ‘4m01’ In: 10:00:10 

IN: 10:00:24 INT. CORRIDOR/NURSES STATION/HOSPITAL/GLASGOW - DAY  

Joanne laid in bed, slowly she wakes, machines beeping. A buzzing sound alerts them a patient 
has rung. A nurse checks where it has come from. 

Inside one of the rooms. Elizabeth, having just buzzed the nurses, is with Joanna who is trying to 
get out of the bed.   

Music ‘4m01’ out: 10:00:38 

ELIZABETH 
Oh no. No. Jo, don't you can't get up. 

She helps her to lay back down.  
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Alistair takes Joanna's hand and squeezes it. Lorna and Peter are both convinced that Joanna and 
Alistair are hiding something. Lorna pointedly tells them  

LORNA JONES  
There is always a possibility that new evidence may be 
found. Someone may remember something or someone 
may want to confess. People think the weight of guilt will 
lessen with time but in my experience it's quite the 
opposite.  

Lorna and Peter watch Alistair and Joanna.  

ALISTAIR 
Let's hope you're right.  

IN: 10:03:11 EXT. SURF BEACH/WILDE BAY - DAY  

Alistair is in the water. Joanna watches him from the sand as he screams. She both understands 
his relief and is repulsed by it. Alistair turns to her with a huge grin on his face and beckons her in. 

 

IN: 10:03:30 EXT/INT. STREETS/ELIZABETH'S CAR/WILDE BAY - DAY  

Alistair drives. Joanna in the passenger seat. They drive through the small town streets. Alistair 
stops the car outside some newly built houses. Flags flap and people clutching brochures walk 
towards the front door. The houses are finished and one is open for inspection. Joanna takes in 
the scene.  

JOANNA 
Why are we here? 

Alistair is unsure how to broach this. 

ALISTAIR 
Well I thought we could have a look. Then if we, if we 
lived here we would be close to Chloe, close to Noah.  

He waves at the new house. Joanna is very surprised.  

JOANNA 
Live here? 

Alistair nods. Joanna is absorbing this. 

ALISTAIR 
Let's just have a look.  

Alistair climbs out of the car. 
Music ‘4m03’ In: 10:04:01 

IN: 10:04:06 INT. NEW HOUSE/WILDE BAY - DAY  

Joanna, Alistair and some other couples wander through the house, furnished with display 
furniture. Joanna realises the other couples are staring at them. The infamous couple who lost 
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Joanna and Dr. Wallace are in a session in her office. 

DR WALLACE 
Powerless? 

JOANNA 
When someone else is in charge of your life, who 
decides where you live and how. I wasn't a child. It was, it 
was humiliating. 

DR WALLACE  
How did Alistair get that control? 

Joanna thinks for a moment. Whispers almost to herself. 

JOANNA 
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ALISTAIR 
Yes. That's what the police were really hoping for. That 
someone close to whoever took Noah should have seen 
something. And would have reported it. 

Elizabeth nods.  

ELIZABETH 
It's not as easy as that, though is it.  

ALISTAIR 
What do you mean?  

ELIZABETH 
Well. Whoever took Noah must be very good at hiding 
the truth, even from those close to them.
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A steward approaches them - 



UK TX Script - October 2018  

 

The Cry, episode 4 script page: 11 

JOANNA  
Hi. 

DELIVERY MAN 
Just need a signature… 

JOANNA  
Thank you. 

She signs for a parcel, Noah is whinging. She closes the door and rushes back to Noah, she picks 
him up trying to console him. 

JOANNA  
Hey… I am here. I am here… 

IN: 10:16:23 INT. NOAH'S BEDROOM/WEST-END APARTMENT/GLASGOW - NIGHT 

Joanna sits on the floor of Noah's bedroom. A bottle of wine and a glass beside her. Watching her 
footage of Noah on her mobile. 

JOANNA  
Oh… I got yer… I got yer… 

IN: 10:16:43 INT. JOANNA'S CLASSROOM/PRIMARY SCHOOL/GLASGOW53(S)-21(E)4(NT)-15(/)13(G)-43HT
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Joanna and I are victims of a horrific crime. I've lost my 
son and months of my life. And that makes me unsuitable 
to work for the party? 

DAVID FOSSERY  
It was decided that your notoriety would cloud the role. 

Alistair is quietly furious. 

ALISTAIR 
And how's your daughter? 

DAVID FOSSERY  
Alistair... don't make this personal. 

ALISTAIR 
You still have your seat... 
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Joanna wanted more than wine from him. 

JOANNA 
Do you ever hear me? 

ALISTAIR 
Yes, yes, I hear you. I'm sorry you feel like that. 

Joanna stares at him. His pat response and lack of compassion hasn't changed, and the growing 
realisation that this state is now her life cuts her deeply. 

ALISTAIR (CONT'D) 
I've just lost my job. I've got a bit to think about. 

Alistair stands and leaves. Joanna holds the seed pods from the Cyprus pine where Noah was 
buried in her hand. 

IN: 10:20:48 INT. JOANNA'S CLASSROOM/PRIMARY SCHOOL/GLASGOW - DAY  

Joanna tidies up the classroom after the day. The door opens. It's Kirsty. Joanna is surprised to 
see her.  

Music ‘4m08’ out: 10:20:53 

KIRSTY 
Hello. 

JOANNA 
What are you doing here? 

Kirsty walks into the room. 

KIRSTY 
The cleaner let me in.  

Not what she meant. Kirsty smiles. 

KIRSTY (CONT'D) 
You don't respond to my calls or texts any more so...  

JOANNA 
It’s been… It’s been busy.  

Joanna starts pegging up some of her class's artwork to a string hung across the classroom. 
Neither speaks. It's uncomfortable. 

KIRSTY 
Should I go? 

JOANNA 
No. Sorry. Erm end of the day. I'm not myself....   

Kirsty looks at the painting Joanna is holding.  

KIRSTY 
What is that supposed to be? 
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JOANNA 
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JEAN-LOUISE 
Yeah! The book deal came through today. 

Joanna has no idea what this means. 

ALISTAIR 
Erm… We've, we've been commissioned to write a book, 
our story. 

JOANNA 
Why would we want to do that? 

JEAN-LOUISE 
People are very interested in both of you. It will sell. 

JOANNA 
I wish they weren't. I wish it would all just go away. 

JEAN-LOUISE 
Exactly. And you should make that a part of the book, the 
intrusion of the press. Be brutally honest about 
everything. Why not! 

Joanna winces inside. She catches Alistair's eye. 

ALISTAIR 
And, I might have a job. 

JEAN-LOUISE 
If you want it, believe me, it's yours. 

ALISTAIR 
It's, it's, it's an organisation called "Broken Circle", and 
it's, it's for parents who've lost their children to violent 
crimes and they want me to come and work for them. 

Joanna is quite taken aback by this news. She looks at Alistair, unable to speak. 

Jean-Louise assumes Joanna's reticence is because Noah hasn't been found. 

JEAN LOUISE 
Broken Circle UK are one of my clients. Alistair would be 
both spokesperson for the Foundation and manage their 
global press and publicity. And Alistair's public position 
would help keep the search for Noah in the public eye.  

JOANNA 
Well that's, that's great. I'm sorry... Everything has just 
become very strange to me. What we've become. 

JEAN-LOUISE 
Of course. What you've been through. I can't even begin 
to imagine. There's a lot to take in. Why don't I go. Let 
you two talk about it. 
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Yes. You need to be aware that it's Joanna that the 
public most want to see and hear from, it's photos of her 
that are the magnet. You alone - not so much. 

ALISTAIR 
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JOANNA 
We try not to. It's too painful.  

CHLOE 
Well how else is anyone going to find him unless we 
keep trying? This is what you guys should be doing, not 
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Joanna arrives. She sees Alistair waiting for her - looking down at the river.  

IN: 10:32:53 FLASHBACK: EXT. CITY BRIDGE/PARK/GLASGOW - DUSK  

Joanna arrives. She sees Alistair waiting for her - looking down at the river. She can hardly contain 
the huge smile on her face. She crosses to him. She is wearing the red dress. He looks up, and his 
face bursts into a grin like hers. The smug smile of knowing you are loved. They don't bother with 
hellos, they fall into each other's arms and kiss while the world goes past them. 

Music ‘4m12’ out: 10:33:07 

IN: 10:33:07 EXT. CITY BRIDGE/PARK/GLASGOW - DUSK  

Joanna walks across the same bridge after work. She sees Alistair waiting for her - looking down 
at the river. Joanna arrives. No hugs or kisses.   
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Alistair puts the ring on her finger. They start to walk away together. Alistair puts his arm around 
her. 

IN: 10:34:44 INT. WEST-END APARTMENT/GLASGOW - EVENING  

Joanna and Alistair come in from the street. 

ALISTAIR 
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Alistair sees it. They are both aware of the existence of such pictures. 

ALISTAIR 
Oh Chloe.. 

CHLOE 
This is what he might look like now. Someone has made 
this. It, it's amazing. 

Elizabeth stares at the photo, sadly. 

ELIZABETH 
Oh... I had no idea... I'm sorry Jo... 

Chloe is now furious with Elizabeth too. 

CHLOE 
Nan! 

Joanna's patience with Chloe snaps. 

JOANNA 
That's enough. How could you be so stupid and so 
insensitive? I can't do this. 

Joanna picks up her bag and leaves. Chloe stands, shocked.  

IN: 10:35:54 EXT. WEST-END APARTMENT/GLASGOW - NIGHT  

Joanna runs down the steps. Alistair follows her. 

ALISTAIR 
Jo. Wait. Please wait. Wait. 

Alistair catches up with her and stops her from leaving by grabbing her arm.  

JOANNA 
Please. Oh it's too horrible. 

ALISTAIR 
Chlo, Chloe, Chloe will be devastated. Okay she'll thinks 
you don't like her. 

JOANNA 
Well I don't.  
 

ALISTAIR 
Blasphemy 10:36:03 Jesus Jo. She's fifteen years old.  

JOANNA 
I don't want to be her mother. The damage is too much to 
repair. And I don't want the responsibility of failing 
another child. 



UK TX Script - October 2018  

 

The Cry, episode 4 script page: 26 

Alistair is shell shocked.  

IN: 10:36:18 INT JEAN-LOUISE'S OFFICE/GLASGOW - DAY  

Alistair's face - speaking directly to camera. The Broken Circle foundation logo is behind him. He 
takes a deep breath, looks at his written script. 

ALISTAIR 
When something of this magnitude happens to a family it 
may be many people's first experience with the police, 
with lawyers and the press. The Broken Circle 
Foundation puts the expert support on the ground with 
the parents. And we follow through for as long as it takes.  

He stops. His kind face drops. He is struggling with the hypocrisy. A camera person watches his 
performance from behind the camera. Reveal Joanna is behind the camera watching Alistair. 
Alistair is surprised to see her. 

ALISTAIR (CONT'D) 
Was that alright? 

Joanna is sickened and astounded by him. 

JOANNA 
You're amazing. 

If Alistair can hear the sarcasm he ignores it. Rearranges his face and looks at the script in his 
hand as he pulls himself together. The camera person comes in with a couple of bottles of water.  

Music ‘4m13’ In: 10:37:29 

ALISTAIR 
Let's go again.  

He arranges his face again. Camera ready. Looks to where Joanna was standing but she has 
gone. 

IN: 10:37:00 INT. JEAN-LOUISE'S OFFICE/GLASGOW - DAY  

Joanna walks into Jean-Louise's Office to see two large bags of mail on the floor.  

JEAN-LOUISE 
Hey. Thanks for popping by. Here it is. All for you and 
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You should hold on to that. Remember the happiness 
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Silence. 

JOANNA 
It was you. All this time. All of this time you've let me 
believe that it was me. 

Alistair is white.  

IN: 10:45:20 INT/EXT. HIRE CAR/HIGHWAY/VICTORIA - DAY  

Alistair now driving. 

ALISTAIR 
Jo, the medicine? 

JOANNA 
What? 

IN: 10:45:34 INT/EXT. CAR/COUNTRY ROAD/SCOTLAND - DAY 

Joanna driving. 

ALISTAIR 
When we found him. I was delirious. I forgot that I gave 
him the medicine at the airport.   

JOANNA 
But you would have remembered before now? You could 
have told me millions of times. 

Alistair nods. Deeply ashamed. Barely audible. 

ALISTAIR 
I wanted to tell you Jo... 

Joanna crying inconsolably. 

IN: 10:46:16 INT/EXT. CAR/COUNTRY ROAD/SCOTLAND - DAY 

Joanna drives, her mind racing. Alistair is on full justification spit. 

JOANNA 
You have watched it destroy me.  

Alistair tries to justify. 

ALISTAIR 
I've had to live with it too.  

JOANNA 
You're a coward. 

Alistair abandons any attempt to smooth it over. 

ALISTAIR 
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I had to bury him. I had to dig a hole and put my son's 
body in it. He was dead. He was gone. Who did it... 
Where he was buried... What did. What did it matter. 

They drive in awful silence. Joanna gathers herself. Steely and furious. 

JOANNA 
Where he was buried? What do you mean where he was 
buried? You took me there... you showed me where he 
was buried.... 

Alistair stares straight ahead. 
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Joanna drives up the winding road. 

ALISTAIR 
It took the heat off us. I did that. I did that for us! For you! 

Alistair sits, almost sulking, looking out the window. Joanna drives, fuming and thinking fast. 
Music ‘4m16’ out: 10:47:30 

IN: 10:47:30 EXT. COUNTRY ROAD/SCOTLAND - DAY  

Establishers. 

IN: 10:47:41 INT COURTHOUSE/SCOTLAND/FLASH FORWARD - DAY 

The prosecution is questioning a member of the police forensics.   

FORENSIC EXPERT 
The road was dry and there was no evidence of skid 
marks on the road at the point of exit. 

MORVEN DAVIS (PROSECUTOR) 
Meaning? 

FORENSIC EXPERT 
Meaning no attempt had been made to slow the car by 
applying the brake. The damage to the car shows that 
the car was traveling at speed when it came off the road. 

MORVEN DAVIS (PROSECUTOR) 
Thank you. No more questions, My Lord.    

Elizabeth listens blank faced. Chloe and Alexandra aren't in court for this detail. Joanna stares 
blank faced. 

IN: 10:47:54 INT HOSPITAL ROOM/GLASGOW - DAY 

Joanna, now dressed, is packing her bags about to check out of the hospital. Elizabeth arrives, 
she is carrying an envelope. They exchange small smiles. 

ELIZABETH 
This is for you. It's Alistair's things. 

Music ‘4m17’ In: 10:48:35 

She hands Joanna the envelope. Joanna tips it out on the bed. Keys. Wallet. A half eaten packet 
of mints. A screwed up shopping receipt. His phone. Joanna turns the phone on, the screen is 
cracked. The wallpaper photo is of her. Taken in the new house in Wilde Bay - looking at the 
camera. Joanna stares at it. Something clicks in her mind. She puts it all back in the envelope.  

ELIZABETH (CONT'D) 
There's been enough pain...you're family now.  

Joanna looks at Elizabeth and absorbs this. 

IN: 10:49:02 INT. POLICE STATION/GLASGOW - DAY 
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Joanna is processed in the police station. Her face is blank as she submits to the impersonal 
routine.  

 

IN: 10:49:20 INT. DR WALLACE ROOM - DAY  

Dr. Wallace and Joanna in the last of their sessions. 

JOANNA 
How do you know if any of your patients are telling you 
the truth? 

DR WALLACE 
Experience. Time. Instinct. 

JOANNA 
Am I telling the truth? 

DR WALLACE 
My job is not to determine if you're telling the truth but 
whether or not you are fit to stand trial. 

JOANNA 
Well, we both know I am fit to stand trial. What does your 
instinct tell you about my story? 

Dr Wallace holds Joanna's stare for a long beat, debating whether or not to engage in this line of 
discussion. She chooses not to. 

DR WALLACE 
I have everything I need to complete my report Joanna.  

She stands up.  

DR WALLACE (CONT'D) 
Good luck. 

Joanna smiles and leaves without taking her hand. 

IN: 10:50:06 INT. WEST-END APARTMENT/GLASGOW - DAY  

JOANNA standing in front of a full length mirror wearing the blood red dress. Joanna holds Kirsty's 
stare as she finishes putting her hair up in a ponytail.  

Joanna steps out of her shoes and puts on another pair - high, spindle heel, red to match the 
dress. Kirsty balks a bit at the choice. 

She leaves by the front door. 

Photographers and reporters everywhere. The door closes behind them, a flash of camera. 

IN: 10:50:24 INT COURTROOM/GLASGOW - DAY 

Joanna is on the stand. The defence lawyer smiles her some courage. 
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Alistair grabs Joanna who is running into the path of an oncoming truck. 

IN: 10:52:09 INT. COURTROOM/GLASGOW - DAY  

On Joanna. 

JOANNA 
We had to try and rebuild our lives. What we went 
through brought out the best and worst in both of us. 

IN: 10:52:37 FLASHBACK: EXT. MELBOURNE - NIGHT 

Joanna screams. Alistair runs down the street. 

IN: 10:52:39 FLASHBACK: INT. HOUSE - NIGHT 

Alistair picks up a holdall. 

IN: 10:52:41 FLASHBACK: INT. HOUSE - NIGHT 

Joanna stands looking out the window. 

IN: 10:52:43 INT. COURTROOM/GLASGOW - DAY  

Joanna continues on the stand. She sees Alistair sitting in the public gallery. 

JOANNA 
Where was my little boy? Whoever took my son from me, 
made me believe that I had failed to protect him, made 
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Check out Kid  OLLIE IVIN POOLE 

Noah Robertson  NOAH & OLIVER RENNIE 

Jean-Louise Talbot  ANNEIKA ROSE 

Mrs Amery  AMANDA WALKER 
 
 

Line Producer  KATY ENGELS (UK) 
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Assistant Art Director  
 

CHLOE WAUGH (UK)  

Standby Art Director  
 

PHILIP BARRATT (UK)  

Art Department Coordinator  TRICIA COLLINS (AUS) 

Props Buyer  
 

AMMIE JOHNSTONE (UK)  

Petty Cash Buyer  
 

KATIE JOHNSTON (UK) 

  
SHELLEY WILLIAMS (AUS) 

Art Department Assistant 
 

CORA MCGOOKIN (UK)  
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   Makeup Supervisor 
 

ASHLEY HILL (UK)  

  
JOHN LOGUE (AUS) 

Hair & Makeup Artist 
 

NICOLA MULDOON (UK)  

  
LEE NORRIS (AUS) 

Hair & Makeup Assistant 
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KENNY CLARK (UK) 

Effects Editor 
 

CHRIS SINCLAIR (UK) 

Dubbing Mixer 
 

KAHL HENDERSON (UK) 

Data Management Technician  BEN MCKINSTRIE (UK) 

Post Production Facility Manager 
 

WAYNE HYETT (AUS) 

Post Production Assistant 
 

LILLIAN BROWN (AUS) 

Titles 
 

D8  
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