Bitter Pill Ep 1 — ‘Fight or Flight’ As Broadcast Script
22UD9119/ PES07020023/AAA TX: RADIO 4 07/07/23 at 14:15







Bitter Pill Ep 1 — ‘Fight or Flight’ As Broadcast Script

JACKIE:

MARY::

ARLO CARL:

MARY::

ARLO CARL:

MARY::

ARLO CARL:

ACTOR 4:

(VOICEMAIL) Mary! Mary?... I've had a
breakthrough at work... | need you to call me

back as soon as you get this.

Shut up Jackie!

EX: THROWS PILLOW AT SMART
SPEAKER. IT CRASHES TO THE FLOOR.

(SKIPPING/ DROPPING IN PITCH)

Whalesong, whalesoooong, whallleeeee -

ARLO! (WORRIED)
ARLO? Are you still there?

(SMALLER, TINNIER)

| am always present, Mary. | am now on your
smart watch.

That's good. Sorry.

That's alright Mary. | do not process pain.

SEX: MUSIC BEAT KICKS IN

BITTER PILL by Michael Patrick & Oisin
Kearney. EPISODE 1: Fight or Flight.



Bitter Pill Ep 1 — ‘Fight or Flight’

SCENE 3

EXT - ROAD

MARY:

ARLO CARL:

EX: SUDDEN CYCLING. BIKE BELL.

ATMOS: BUSY MAIN ROAD.

ARLO. Plot fastest course to hospital.

Plotting safest course to hospital.

As Broadcast Script
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SCENE 4 INT - HOSPITAL, CARL’S ROOM

ATMOS: LIFE SUPPORT BLEEPS

MARY': Hya love. How are ya?
The silent treatment, is it?
That’s getting old. Ha.
(BEAT) Carl, | dreamt about the accident again.
It's still not clear....
EX: DOOR OPENS. FOOTSTEPS.

JACKIE: How is he?

MARY:: (SURPRISED) Jackie. He's... doing OK. | think
he might have smiled a bit.

JACKIE: After ten years in a coma? Unlikely. Let me
check his chart...
EX: JACKIE PICKS UP AND FLICKS
THROUGH MEDICAL CHART

MARY:: You’'re not his doctor.

JACKIE: Still minimal brain activity - he probably doesn’t
even know we’re here.

MARY: (PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE) | like to think he

does. Anyway... it was good to see you.

EX: MARY GATHERS HER THINGS.
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JACKIE: No. Mary, can we talk?

MARY: About what?

JACKIE | tried calling.

MARY | know.

JACKIE Mary, I've... developed something...
MARY
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SCENE 5 INT. HOSPITAL BACK STAIRWELL
EX: LARGE DOUBLE DOOR OPENS.
JACKIE PUSHES MARYIN. DOOR CLOSES.
ATMOS: ECHOEY BACK STAIRWELL

JACKIE: In here.

MARY': It's freezing!

JACKIE: It's private. Look... I've been working on a new
drug at ABACUS -

MARY: Okay...?

JACKIE: (RUSHING) At first, the idea was to create a
memory stimulant - something to enable
patients to access autobiographical memories
that had been shut off by trauma -

MARY: What are you on about?

JACKIE: Sorry... (SHE BREATHES TO COMPOSE
HERSELF) Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.
I've created a drug to treat it.

MARY: PTSD?

JACKIE: Yes.

MARY': (ANGRILY) | thought you had something that

would wake Carl up from the coma.
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ARLO CARL: Elevated heart rate detected.

JACKIE:



Bitter Pill Ep 1 — ‘Fight or Flight’ As Broadcast Script

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

You never married. Since our mum died, I'm

his next of kin.

You wouldn’t do that.

Not if you help me.

No.

EX: MARY TUSSLES WITH DOOR HANDLE.

What are you doing?

I’'m trying... to make a... dramatic... exit... but

the handle’s stuck...

FX: DOOR BURSTS OPEN. FOOTSTEPS.

(SHOUTING AFTER MARY)
Think about it!

FX: THE DOOR SLAMS SHUT.
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MARY::

ARLO CARL:

BARISTA:

BARISTA:

MARY::

ARLO CARL:

MARY::

BARISTA:

MARY::

EX: NEGATIVE BUZZ SOUND.

ARLO?

There are sufficient funds in your account.

These old machines sometimes play up.

EX: NEGATIVE BUZZ SOUND.

EX: HIGH-PITCHED TINNITUS SOUND
BEGINS FADING IN.

Do you have another method of payment?

(STRESSED) No, why would I have another

method of payment?!

Elevated heart rate. Take a deep breath.

Just try the card reader again!

EX: BABY STARTS CRYING

There’s no need to raise your voice.

I’m not raising my - I’'m just trying to order a

coffee, and it's very loud in here -

EX: CERAMIC CUPS CRASH ON FLOOR!

EX: TINNITUS CRESCENDOS.
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MARY::

ARLO CARL:

MARY::

ARLO CARL:

MARY::

BARISTA:

MARY::

BARISTA:

MARY::

- and that baby won’t shut up!

Elevated heart rate. Relax, Mary.

Would you stop, CARL!

EX: SUDDEN SILENCE IN COFFEE SHOP.
BABY WHIMPERS. TINNITUS DIES AWAY.

| am not Carl.

l... eh...

Are you okay miss?

(REALISING) I'm sorry. | - | shouldn't have -

Why don’t you take a seat?
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SCENE 7 EXT - COFFEE SHOP

EX: BELL RINGS ABOVE THE DOOR AS
MARY LEAVES COFFEE SHOP.
ATMOS: LIGHT TRAFFIC, PEOPLE
WALKING. MARY BREATHES DEEPLY TO
COMPOSE HERSELF.

MARY: ARLO?

ARLO CARL: Yes, Mary?

MARY: | have PTSD, don't I?

ARLO CARL: 1am not a doctor. To upgrade to the DOCTOR
ARLO package, please say UPGRADE -

MARY: No thanks. Call Jackie.

ARLO CARL: Calling Jackie...Brackets...Annoying.
EX: A PHONE DIALS.

JACKIE: (ON PHONE)
Hi, Mary?

MARY:: Ill... 'l come in. I'll try the drug.

EX: MUSIC BEAT KICKS IN.
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SCENE 8 EXT. ABACUS PHARMA

ATMOS: BIRDSONG + DISTANT TRAFFIC

MARY::
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SCENE 9 INT. ABACUS PHARMACEUTICALS
WELCOME ROOM
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MARY': Revisit? Why would | to do that?

WARREN: - allowing you to put the past in the past, so
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SCENE 10 INT. ABACUS PHARMACEUTICALS
TREATMENT ROOM
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JACKIE:
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JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

Okay... relax. Focus. What's in the car? Any

smells?

Carl’s car always stank of air freshener. Lemon
Sherbert.

Good! Take a deep breath of that lemon.

EX: MARY BREATHES IN.
EX: RAIN SOUNDS STARTS TO BLEED IN.

What's that?... | can hear...

EX: MARY’'S BREATHING SOUNDS GET
LOUDER AND DEEPER

What do you hear?

Rain.

It's working. You can hear the rain?

EX: WINDSCREEN WIPERS

Yes. And the windscreen wipers.

FX: WINDSCREEN WIPERS SCREECH

Okay. Good. What else?

RADIO MUSIC CREEPS IN.
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MARY: | can hear music.
JACKIE: What song?
MARY: (SLEEPY)

| can hear it... the music... it's..

EX: WHOOSH.

it's...

As Broadcast Script
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SCENE 11 INT. CAR - EVENING
(FLASHBACK)

EX: SOUNDS MORE REAL THAN SCENE 1.
RAIN, THUNDER, WINDSCREEN WIPERS, SONG.

CARL: Ah, | love this one, turn it up.

MARY: We're gonna be late!

CARL: Ah don’t be mad - we’ll still make dinner.
MARY: Aye. Just in time for dessert.

THUNDER CLAP.

CARL: It's really coming down. | hope Jackie’s okay.
MARY: Back to your favourite topic again.

CARL: Ach Mary...

MARY:: She has a leak in her roof. What are we gonna

do, put a bucket down?

CARL: We just need to check on her.

MARY: You're always jumping to attention for her. She

needs to look after herself for once.

CARL: We’'ll be in and out in five minutes.
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MARY': Wasn't your mum over with her anyway?

CARL Yeah...

MARY': Who | still haven’t met!

CARL: | know.

MARY:: Am | ever gonna meet /her?

CARL: Aye. Sometime...

MARY: What?

CARL: What?

MARY: What is it?

CARL: | didn’t say anything.

MARY:: Every time we talk about Jackie or your mum,
you go quiet.

CARL: | don’t want to argue.

MARY: We’re not arguing. I'm not arguing.

CARL: Yes you are.

MARY:: | just want to talk and you clam up.

EX: A TRAIN APPROACHING IN THE DISTANCE.
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SCENE 12 INT. ABACUS PHARMACEUTICALS

30



Bitter Pill Ep 1 — ‘Fight or Flight’ As Broadcast Script

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

EX: MARY DRINKS GLASS OF WATER.

Right... take me through what you just saw,

from the start.

l... I... I was back there, that night. We were
driving down the dual carriageway on the way
to yours. There was a lorry in front of us. We
were arguing- we were arguing about- and the
lorry stopped suddenly, cus of the flooding and
the rain, and Carl didn’t have time to - He, he
swerved the car off the road, hit the bank. The
car went up onto the train tracks by the road. It

just... it hit us.

And the song on the radio?

It was Carl’'s favourite song. He told me to turn

it up.

(EXCITED) You remember the song?!

Jackie, | couldn’t even remember any of this

before - how did you - how did that work?

| can’t believe it. I'm never right... but I- I'm

right about this.

Right about what?

This drug! It's supposed to allow PTSD
sufferers to ‘revisit’ the moment of trauma in

their brain, but it does more than that.
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JACKIE:

MARY::

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

| know. But it's real.

| don’t believe you. | don’t believe this. You
brought me here saying this was gonna help
me? Now you’re coming at me with nonsense

about time travel?

EX: MARY GETS UP AND TRIES TO LEAVE. THE

DOOR IS LOCKED.

Let me out!

Calm down.

I’m not one of your rats! Unlock the door

EX: BEEPS AS JACKIE ENTERS THE CODE.

DOOR WOOSHES OPEN. FOOTSTEPS AS

MARY RUNS OFF.

(SIGHS)

As Broadcast Script
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SCENE 13 EXT - ROAD

EX: MARY MOUNTS BICYCLE
ATMOS: BUSY

34






Bitter Pill Ep 1 — ‘Fight or Flight’ As Broadcast Script
BOARD MEMBER: Because this company can't survive another

quarter like this. Understand? Meeting over.
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SCENE 14 INT. HOSPITAL -
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JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

SEX: MUSIC UNDERSCORE.

EX: BUTTONS. PHONE DIALS

Pick up. Pick up.

EX: PHONE ANSWERED.

(PRERECORDED)
Hi, you've reached Mary. Don'’t leave a

voicemail. | won't listen to it.

Damnit Mary.

As Broadcast Script
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SCENE 16 EXT. ROAD - TRAIN TRACKS

ATMOS: QUIET OUTDOOR SOUND

JACKIE: Mary! Mary..
MARY: (SIGHS) How did you find me?
JACKIE: You weren’t at home. You weren't at the

hospital. You don’t have friends. This was the

only logical place.

MARY: Very scientific of you.
JACKIE: Why come to the place of the accident?
MARY:: | used to come here and struggle to remember.

But now | know every detail of that night. | can’t

get it out of my head. Time travel? Really,

Jackie?

JACKIE: It's not like | was trying to invent it! | just...
have. ABACUS don’'t even know what it really
does!

MARY:: If it is... why aren’t you the richest person in the

world? Why haven’t you gone back in time and

put a million into Apple stock?

JACKIE Not just anyone can take it! It only works for the
sufferers of PTSD.
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MARY': So you can'’t take it?

JACKIE: Well, it's complex...

MARY': Convenient.

JACKIE: It only works with people who have a single

trauma. Whose amygdala fired at a specific
moment. The drug hijacks that neural pathway,

S0 you can travel back to that moment and that
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JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

MARY::

JACKIE:

MARY:

JACKIE:

MARY::

It's true. | know how you feel, Mary. Empty.
Like you have to keep your head above water,
and you just put your whole energy into getting
from day to day?

How do you know?

Because you're not the only one... We're
moving to the next Phase of clinical trials. You
take the pill. You go back to that moment. You
stop him crashing the car. | need you to do this.
| can really change the past?

Yes.

(BEAT) The accident was my fault Jackie. |

distracted him... I...

Then this is your chance to fix it.

(BEAT) I'll take it.

Really?

Really.

Thank you.

SEX: TRAIN APPROACHES

It's coming.
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JACKIE:

MARY::

What is?

The train.

EX: TRAIN APPROACHES,
GETTING LOUDER UNTIL IT SCREAMS
PAST, THE SOUND TURNING INTO THE
DRIVING MUSIC BEAT.

EX: MUSIC OUTRO.

In EPISODE 1 of BITTER PILL by Michael
Patrick & Oisin Kearney, Mary was played by
Séainin Brennan, Jackie by Charlotte McCurry,
Carl — Shaun Blaney, Barista — Christopher
Grant, Board Member — Richard Croxford and
Warren was Martin McCann. All other roles

were performed by

As Broadcast Script
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