


sometimes her daughter. 
 
KERRIDGE-SMITH 
It's not possible to get a carer to come in at the hours of sort of 4.00 a.m., it's just not feasible.  I'm 
not happy about the rules, people have to use their family and it makes you feel more independent if 
you can actually reimburse members of your family. 
 
YATES 
However, the main groups which represent disabled people are against changing the no relatives 
rule.  Menghi Mulchandani is co-chair of the National Centre for Independent Living, which advises 
disabled people on managing their care packages.  She insists it's in disabled people's interests to 
avoid using relatives as carers. 
 
MULCHANDANI 
The reason for this is that I think that disabled people should very much keep their relationships 
separate and I think that when relatives start providing personal assistance it changes the 
relationship.  And I very strongly believe that partners should be partners and children should be 
children and that your needs as a disabled person should be separate from that.  It's also very difficult 
to manage somebody and get things done exactly how you want because a partner may have an idea 
about how they want to do it, as opposed to how you want it done.  So I think it's a better relationship 
if you have an employer/employee relationship with somebody totally separate. 
 
YATES 
But there are experts in the disability movement who are willing to speak out in favour of allowing 
disabled people to pay relatives.  One of them is Fred Wilenius, manager of the Direct Payments 
Advice Service in Cumbria. 
 
WILENIUS 
Our experience of working with disabled people who express an interest in direct payments is that 
quite often they don't want to start recruiting someone new, when they already have someone who's 
been close to them, working with them, giving them support for some
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Disabled People, he thinks up to 20 per cent of direct payment users would like to employ a relative 
as a carer. 
 
ERINGAY 
They'd feel safer with somebody they knew and trusted and they would also get a much better degree 
of help.  Today in Oxfordshire, for instance, you have 100 per cent employment and it is very, very 
hard to recruit.  Agencies are finding it very hard to recruit and direct payment users are now finding 
it difficult.  And I think by allowing the employment of close relatives that this would help to 
maintain the service that the user needs. 
 
YATES 
Disabled people with high care needs can get extra funding from the independent living fund - a 
national government body with different rules to social services.  Alan Sinclair, operations manager 
for Oxfordshire social services: 
 
SINCLAIR 
There's a discrepancy between the independent living fund regulations and the direct payments 
regulations in that independent people who receive independent living fund can employ close 
relatives who do not live in the same household and obviously that is a difference from the direct 
payments regulations.  We find this confusing and I'm sure people with disabilities who are in receipt 
of direct payments and independent living fund also find that confusing and I think we should be 
moving towards the same regulation. 
 
YATES 
Alan suspects that the real reason the government keeps the no relative rule is because they're 
worried that any change would encourage more disabled people to take up direct payments and so 
increase social services expenditure. 
 
SINCLAIR 
If the government does change the regulations in relation to employing close relatives I'm sure that 
Oxfordshire and other local authorities would find an increased uptake of direct payments in their 
areas.  Obviously what Oxfordshire and other local authorities will need to bear in mind, and the 
government will need to bear in mind, that it does change its social policy in relation to employing 
close relatives, that there may be also financial impact on local authorities where people who were 
previously providing care services for their relatives at no cost to the local authority if those people 
then come through then there may actually be a - if they decide to actually go for a direct payment 
that may be a financial impact on the local authority that obviously the government and Department 
of Health would need to take into account. 
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