
Acclaimed Scottish actress Siobhan Redmond is the
s-s-silken voice behind Ailsa the Adder, the only female
inhabitant of the Shoebox Zoo.

“I jumped at the chance to do it,” laughs the Glasgow born
star of Holby City and Between the Lines. “Not only is it
a fantastic story, it gave me the chance to play my animal
alter ego.

“Ailsa is a tremendous character and I’ve always wanted to
play the voice of an animated animal. I get to do a lot of
hissing – snakes make so many great noises!”

Siobhan spent three days in London in June 2003 recording
the voice of Ailsa alongside Simon Callow, Rik Mayall and
her old pal Alan Cumming, with whom she starred in the
cult BBC sitcom about air stewards, The High Life, back in
the 1980s.

“It was a fascinating experience,” she says. “Your voice is being
recorded but they also film what you look like when you are
saying your lines, your facial expressions, how you move
and so on.


