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32Charles II – The Power & The Passion

The Women

Nell Gwynn first met Charles at the Duke’s House Theatre in 1668. He was
enchanted by the unaffected girl and they became lovers. Nell was totally committed
to the King and Charles never tired of her. Nell gave him two more sons, Charles
Beauclerk (who later became the Duke of St Albans) and James Beauclerk.

Louise de Kéroualle was Maid of Honour to Charles’s sister, Minette, and Charles
fell for her in 1670 on a visit to England. She became his official mistress in 1671.The
following year, she gave birth to Charles Lennox, later Duke of Richmond. Louise
herself was created Duchess of Portsmouth.

Elizabeth Killigrew (mother of Charlotte Jemima).

Catherine Pegge (mother of Charles, Earl of Plymouth, known as “Don Carlo”).

Some of the mistresses of Charles II:

Winifred Wells – one of the Queen’s Maids of Honour
Mrs Jane Roberts – the daughter of a clergyman
Mrs Knight – a famous singer
Mary Killigrew – the widowed Countess of Falmouth
Elizabeth, Countess of Kildare

CATHARINE OF BRAGANZA,THE WIFE OF CHARLES II

Catharine of Braganza, the daughter of the King of Portugal, married Charles II in
1662.The marriage failed to produce an heir but they remained close friends.After the
death of Charles II in February 1685, Catharine returned to Portugal, where she died
in 1705.

LADY FRANCES STEWART

Frances Stewart, with helmet and trident, was engraved as Britannia, to preside over
British coinage for three centuries. Of all Charles II’s loves, she is the only one believed
to have consistently refused his advances.




