June 2024

ITEMS OF BUSINESS



BBC WALES COMMITTEE MINUTES
4™ June 2024

1. Introduction, minutes of previous Wales Committee and ARA approval

1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and congratulated Michael Plaut on his

appointment as member for Wales and Chair of the Committee.

2.1 The minutes of the last Committee meeting (21° February 2024) were approved with
no new conflicts arising.

2.2 The text for the Annual Report and Accounts was approved.



3.1 The Director highlighted the success of Across the UK in portrayal of the regions of
England and the devolved Nations. There is a challenge to sustain this content in the
next financial year.

3.2 There would be a further savings challenge on top of the existing financial targets.
3.3 The size of the savings plan across BBC Wales is yet to be decided.

3.4 There is a piece of work underway to integrate online products into a single customer
experience rather than the current use of multiple apps.

4. Audiences

4.1 The Committee heard a summary of the audience performance of BBC Wales content.

4.2 The Committee noted the positive outperformance of BBC audio listening in Wales
compared to other nations.

4.3 BBC Wales had met audience targets in 2023/2024 financial year. Portrayal content
had over indexed within Wales.

4.4 The number of weekly active accounts accessing BBC Wales content on iPlayer during
23/24 financial year was the highest ever. This performance was reliant on co-com-
missions with Network, particularly drama.

4.5 Emphasis on audio growth in Wales is to grow digital podcast listening.

4.6 Viewing of television news in Wales is performing on target despite a decline of linear
viewing overall.

4.7 The new Member for Wales would attend an Audiences Virtual in Person (VIP) session
to hear views of audiences in Wales after the meeting.

5. Finance

51 The committee reviewed the annual report and accounts draft figures.

52 The headcount figures reported in the annual report includes an average readout
across the year and reflects the Public Service staff based in Wales and employed by the
BBC. It does not include staff employed by commercial subsidiaries, Studios and Studio-

Works. It does not include freelance and casual headcount.

53 In previous financial years, the ARA disclosure also included a table showBT/F2 1 reW*al years, the



Meeting closed



