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SCOTLAND COMMITTEE MINUTES – Tuesday 27th February 2024 

 

1. Introduction and minutes of previous Scotland Committee 

 

1.1 The minutes of the last Committee meeting (14 November 2023) were approved and 

no new conflicts were presented. 

 

1.2 The Chair offered the Director congratulations on the 5th Birthday of the Scotland 

Channel. 

 

1.3 The Chair welcomed Jon Petrie to attend the meeting as a guest from Content 

Division and to Samantha Sing to observe the meeting as part of the induction to her 

role as Finance Director. 

 

 

2. Audiences 

 

 

2.1 The Committee discussed the latest audience consumption data within Scotland 

and pan BBC. 

 

2.2 The Committee noted there had been significant growth in BBC Sounds 

consumption in Scotland.  

 

2.3 There would be pilots on the iPlayer to aid discovery of Scotland content. 

 

2.4 The comedy series Two Doors Down is one of biggest performing comedy series, 

with equal impact within Scotland and across the UK.  

 

2.5 TV viewing trends over the festive period continue to decline across the UK, but 

with a rise in iPlayer viewing for Hogmanay output. 

 

2.6 Successful audio content during the festive season was driven by audience 

consumption of football and Good Morning Scotland. 

 
 

3. Director Scotland report 

 

 

3.1 The appointment of the new Head of Audio had been completed. 

 

3.2 The next issue of iPlayer would include better personalisation.  Before then, the ‘new 

and trending’ rail will be controlled locally to promote Scotland content. 

 

3.3 The funding paper for the content investment plan will go to the Executive 

Committee and BBC Board for approval. 

 

3.4 The renewal of the MG ALBA partnership had been approved by the BBC Board. 

 



 

 

3.5 Scotland teams had successfully completed a pilot training programme called 

‘Impartiality Champions’. 

 

3.6 Following a successful BBC Wales pilot, a bespoke training course for team leaders in 

Scotland continues to be rolled out.  
 

3.7 There would be more support for staff networks in Scotland with representatives 

given time away from desks to co-chair the groups. 

 

3.8 There had been an improvement in the diversity and inclusion statistics for BBC 

Scotland in the latest report.  
 

3.9 The Committee heard that the BBC Editorial Complaints Unit had not upheld a 

complaint relating to news content about the company Brewdog. 

 

4. News 

 

4.1 The Committee heard about plans for a new news and current affairs visualised 

podcast, expanded Reporting Scotland programme,  new half hour channel news at 

7pm, expanded 



 

 

 

5.3 The Chair was thanked for her attendance at the Dundee Museum which hosted an 

exhibition marking Radio 1’s Big Weekend. 

 

5.4 The Committee heard about a recent successful Dr Who event. 

 

5.5 The Committee heard about the new Scottish languages Bill which would give official 



 

 

 

8.6 


