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e�ö���õ�ò�ÿ���î���3�û�ò�����è�Þ���ã���ï�ù�ö�ð���æ�ò�ÿ���ö�ð�ò�4���ü�ÿ���3�î�û�����ð�õ�î�û�ô�ò�����ü���î���è�Þ���ã���ï�ù�ö�ð���æ�ò�ÿ���ö�ð�ò�����õ�ö�ð�õ���ú�î�����õ�î���ò���î��
���ö�ô�û�ö�ó�ö�ð�î�û�����î�ñ���ò�ÿ���ò���ö�ú�ý�î�ð�����ü�û���ó�î�ö�ÿ���î�û�ñ���ò�ó�ó�ò�ð���ö���ò���ð�ü�ú�ý�ò���ö���ö�ü�û�4��2   

Ofcom has confirmed that the planned extension of the hours of Radio Cymru 2 would 

result in it being a new UK Public Service. As such, the change requires a Public Interest 

Test.   

As part of this process, we are publicly consulting on these proposals to give 

stakeholders an opportunity to comment. We invite responses from all interested 

stakeholders, particularly regarding the public value and market impact of the 

proposals. This consultation runs for five weeks from 27 July 2023 to 31 August 2023. 

Meanwhile, we will undertake further analysis to assess both the public value and market 

impact of these proposals.  

We will determine our final proposals on the basis of this research, analysis and 

stakeholder feedback. If the BBC Board decides that these proposals meet the Public 

Interest Test, we will then send the Public Interest Test submission and supporting 

evidence to Ofcom. At this point, w

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf
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2. The context for our proposals 

In this section, we lay out the services offered by BBC Cymru Wales, in particular the 

Welsh radio services, and a timeline of �å�î�ñ�ö�ü���Ö���ú�ÿ�����"�1�����ñ�ò���ò�ù�ü�ý�ú�ò�û�������ö�û�ð�ò���ö�������ù�î���û�ð�õ���� 

2.1 �ç�õ�ò���Õ�Õ�Ö�1�����ê�ò�ù���õ-language services 

BBC Cymru Wales provides a wide range of English and Welsh-language content for 

audiences across Wales, as well as flagship content for the wider BBC network. In 

particular:  

�x BBC One Wales, BBC Two Wales and BBC iPlayer provide television programmes 

of particular relevance to audiences in Wales.  

�x BBC Radio Wales is a national speech-led radio service for adults, offering a range 

of programmes and reflecting the issues, events, culture and interests of the 

people of Wales.  

�x BBC Radio Cymru is a national speech and music radio service for Welsh-

language speakers.  

�x BBC Cymru Fyw is an online news, sports and information service in the Welsh-

language.  

�x The BBC News and BBC Sport website and apps provide a full national service for 

Wales in English. 

�x BBC Bitesize provides learning resources to support the devolved Welsh 

curriculum in Welsh and English.  

Additionally, BBC Cymru Wales produces 520 hours a year for S4C, the Welsh-language 

television channel. 

2.2 The development of Radio Cymru 2 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/2018/radio-cymru-2
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In August 2022, the �Õ�Õ�Ö���î�û�û�ü���û�ð�ò�ñ���ö�������ö�û���ò�û���ö�ü�û�����ü���ö�û�ð�ÿ�ò�î���ò���å�î�ñ�ö�ü���Ö���ú�ÿ�����"�1�����ï�ÿ�ü�î�ñ�ð�î������
hours 

https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/2022/bbc-announces-its-intention-to-extend-radio-cymru-2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/2022/rhydian-bowen-phillips-lisa-gwilym-dom-james-radio-cymru-2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/2022/rhydian-bowen-phillips-lisa-gwilym-dom-james-radio-cymru-2
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Figure 1: Broadcast hours for Radio Cymru 2 under proposed extension  
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3.3.2 Music mix 

Radio Cymru 2�1�� language of presentation will be wholly Welsh with about 50% of music 

being Welsh-language in line with the current offer on Radio Cymru 2 since 2018. This is 

���ù�ö�ô�õ���ù�����ù�ü���ò�ÿ�����õ�î�û���å�î�ñ�ö�ü���Ö���ú�ÿ���1�����ð���ÿ�ÿ�ò�û�����ý�ÿ�ü�ý�ü�ÿ���ö�ü�û���ü�ó���&�&�]���ê�ò�ù���õ-language music. 

However, �ö�û���ù�ö�û�ò�����ö���õ���å�î�ñ�ö�ü���Ö���ú�ÿ�����"�1�������î�ÿ�ô�ò�����î���ñ�ö�ò�û�ð�ò����this music mix is intended to 

reflect the needs of Welsh speakers from less-fluent or mixed-language backgrounds. 

Radio Cymru 2 audiences have stated that they would find 50% Welsh-language music 

appropriate for a service of this type.6  

3.4 Distribution 

The proposed changes will not change how Radio Cymru 2 is currently distributed. That 

is, it will be available on DAB, BBC Sounds, other online apps, smart speakers, and digital 

TV.  

3.5 Estimated reach and share of listening  

Given the low number of broadcast hours, RAJAR does not currently report separately  

�ü�û���å�î�ñ�ö�ü���Ö���ú�ÿ�����"�1�����î���ñ�ö�ò�û�ð�ò���ó�ö�ô���ÿ�ò���� Listening to Radio Cymru 2 is currently reported  as 

part of �å�î�ñ�ö�ü���Ö���ú�ÿ���1����audience figures.  

As of the first quarter of 2023, Radio Cymru (i.e. Radio Cymru and Radio Cymru 2) had a 

3.0% share of listening in Wales, reaching 130,000 listeners per week (4.9% of the Wales 

population aged 15+), and delivered 1.517 million hours of BBC radio listening. This 

performance equates to an approximate 24

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/language/bulletins/welshlanguagewales/census2021
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3.6.1 Radio 
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4. Providing public value 

4.1 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/charter.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/charter.pdf


11 

 

�x Provide greater value for Welsh-speaking audiences. Listeners will have access to 

a larger volume of content, giving them greater choice in terms of differentiated 

Welsh-language programming. 
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5. Further details on the consultation 

5.1 The Public Interest Test process 

�ç�õ�ò���ã���ï�ù�ö�ð���Ü�û���ò�ÿ�ò�������ç�ò�������ö�����î���ø�ò�����ð�ü�ú�ý�ü�û�ò�û�����ü�ó�����õ�ò���Õ�Õ�Ö�1�������������ò�ú���ü�ó���ô�ü���ò�ÿ�û�î�û�ð�ò�������õ�ö�ð�õ��
took effect in the current Charter and Agreement from April 2017.12  

�ç�õ�ò���Ô�ô�ÿ�ò�ò�ú�ò�û�����ô�ö���ò�������õ�ò���Õ�Õ�Ö�1�����Õ�ü�î�ÿ�ñ�����õ�ò���ÿ�ò���ý�ü�û���ö�ï�ö�ù�ö���������ö�û�����õ�ò���ó�ö�ÿ�������ö�û�����î�û�ð�ò�����ó�ü�ÿ��
�ð�ü�û���ö�ñ�ò�ÿ�ö�û�ô�����õ�ò���ö�ú�ý�î�ð�����ü�ó���ð�ò�ÿ���î�ö�û���ý�ù�î�û�û�ò�ñ���ð�õ�î�û�ô�ò�������ü�����õ�ò���Õ�Õ�Ö�1�����è�Þ���ý���ï�ù�ö�ð�����ò�ÿ���ö�ð�ò����13 The 

BBC must consider whether any proposed changes to these activities are material.  

The BBC may only materially change its UK public services14 where:  

a) It has carried out a Public Interest Test;  

b) The test is satisfied; and  

c) Ofcom has determined that the proposal can proceed.15  

For the UK Public Services, the Agreement defines a material change as the launch of a 

new UK public service, or any change to a UK Public Service which may have a significant 

adverse impact on fair and effective competition.16 

Below we set out the process.  

5.1.1 The BBC part of the process 

We consider it unlikely that the proposals to extend originated hours on Radio Cymru 2, 

as outlined in detail in Section 3 of this consultation 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/charter.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/charter.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/managementstructure/structureandgovernance/list-of-uk-public-services-feb-2022.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf
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�x To send the proposal or elements of the proposal back to the BBC for 

reconsideration; 

�x To allow the change to proceed; 

�x To require modifications or conditions to be made before the change proceeds; or 

�x To find that the BBC may not proceed with the proposed change. 

If Ofcom carry out a shorter assessment, Ofcom can reach two types of determination:  

�x To send the proposal or elements of the proposal back to the BBC for 

reconsideration; or 

�x To allow the change to proceed. 

5.2 �ç�õ�ò���Õ�Õ�Ö�1�����ð�ü�û�����ù���î���ö�ü�û���þ���ò�����ö�ü�û�� 

This consultation runs for five weeks from 27 July 2023 to 31 August 2023. 

This consultation sets out information about our planned extension for Radio Cymru 2. 

Our intention is to provide stakeholders with information sufficient to enable them to 

meaningfully engage with us as we finalise our proposals, which we will ultimately 

include within a Public Interest Test. While there remain areas of uncertainty at this 

stage of our process, we consider we have provided as much information as we can on 

our plans without publishing any information that may be commercially sensitive.  

We are seeking views from all stakeholders, and in particularly from industry, on our 

proposal for Radio Cymru 2 predominantly on the following questions: 

Question 1: What do you think about the potential public value of our proposals for 

extending the number of originated hours for Radio Cymru 2, including the extent to 

���õ�ö�ð�õ���ü���ÿ���ý�ÿ�ü�ý�ü���î�ù���ð�ü�û���ÿ�ö�ï�����ò�������ü�����õ�ò���Õ�Õ�Ö�1�����ú�ö�����ö�ü�û�����ü�����ò�ÿ���ò���î�ù�ù���î���ñ�ö�ò�û�ð�ò����hrough the 

provision of high quality and distinctive output and services which informs, educates and 

entertains?  

Question 2: What do you think about the benefit to audiences who will listen to the 

station, as well as wider potential social and cultural impacts?   

Question 3: What impact (positive or negative) do you think our proposal for an 

extended Radio Cymru 2 might have on fair and effective competition on commercial 




